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A Paradigm for the analysis of
clinical ethics cases

From
Clinical Ethics, 6th Edition
Jonsen,A., Siegler,M., Winslade,W
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Four Topics Method

Medical Indication Preference of the
Patients

_ _ Contextual features
Quality of Life
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Case

* A 35 year-old female patient complained
frequent urination accompanied by burning
sensation

» The physician suspects a urinary tract
infection

* Urinalysis and urine culture confirms the
diagnosis
* Antibiotics 1s prescribed and taken
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Four Topic Method

Medical Indication
for Intervention

UTI, Antibiotics

Preference of the
Patients

Mostly accepted

Quality of Life

Will improved

Contextural features

Seems no problem
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What if....

* The patient 1s terminally 111 !!

* The patient 1s sexually active and it 1s a
STD, her sexual partners might be
endangered !!

e The patient did not believe 1n antibiotics !!

e There 1s no insurance coverage !!
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REEESEMiEEAIVIE T EZE - 20 Deaths/year

Cancer
.S High
B
g
Death
Low
Time
Organ system failure
.S High
B
g
6-7 Dementia, frailty Death
and decline e
Time
DementiafArailty
§ High
=
T
Death
Low w
Time

Workload of general practitioners, with illness trajectories for patients with
cancer, organ failure, and old age, frailty, dementia, and decline

~Lynn & Adamson 2003
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CURATIVE FOCUS:
DISEASE-SPECIFIC

TREATMENTS

CURATIVE FOCUS:
DISEASE-SPECIFIC
TREATMENTS
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CURATIVE FOCUS
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e B (Medical Futility)
o« fREHYEESR A B HYH]E

* Is independent of desires of patients or
surrogates

 Is based on ethical beneficence, nonmaleficence
and, at times, justice

e May provide socially desirable savings of
medical resources
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(Medical CARE is NEVER futile)
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Let life be beautiful like summer flowers and death like autumn leaves.
FaAE b 2 #IH, FEEFKIEZ##5%  Rabindranath Tagore, 1861~1941
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God grant me the serenity

To accept the things | cannot change,
The courage to change the things | can,

And the wisdom to know the difference.
Reinhold Niebuhr
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